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rIrHoUur orofefiivg much per- 
ſonal attachment to your Lordſhip, 


1 wiſh to contribute my mite to the ſup- 

port of your adminiſtration : with this 

view I deſire to be permitted to remonſtrate 

with your Lordſhip on your intended attack * 
on 12 r nen Company. 


Ae no man in this country is diſpoſed 
to give up his rights, and leaſt of all, the 
Eaſt-India Company, —if we may judge 
from experience, one certain conſequence 
of this attack will be, that there will be a 
warm ſtruggle, that the public buſineſs 
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will be veglected, 50 the wh. affairs | 
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=” If your Lordſhip could be, what I ve- 
rily believe you' are not, fo poor a creature 
ay to look forward to ſome little advan-: 
1 tages to ariſe from a coalition of men, who 
BS. may poſſibly agree in wiſhing to hunt down 
ed the Eaſt-India Company, you would be 
I deceived. If you are to aſſume the port 
9 of a great miniſter, preſſing forward thro 
A all formal obſtacles and difficulties to the 
| attainment of ſome important Public good; 
Have a care, my Lord! your good ig 
problematical at beſt, yout means are vio- 
lent beyond meaſure. 


Raſh and ill- adviſed was that ſtep, which 
committed the dignity and authority of the 
Commons of Gteai- Britain in Parliament 
aſſembled, with a popular aſſembly in 
Leadenhall-ſtreet, upon a ground of re- 
commendation. It ſurely required no 
extraordinary degre of political l ta 


8 have 
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have foreſeen that ſuch a recommendation,” | 
which was not a command, and yet was 

fo nearly allied to it, muſt have created 
heart-burnings among men, jealous of | 
their tights ; and muſt have diſpoſed them . 
to reſiſt, were the meaſure recommended 2 
ever ſo proper in itſelf, In the moment te 
General Court of Proprietors of Eaſt- India 2A 
ſtock did refiſt, with that degree of ſpleen * 
and ill-humour, which manifeſted that in 

their ſenſe of things, their rights were in- 
vaded; It happened that in the progreſs of 
the buſineſs, the nature of the ſubject un- 

der confideration, put weapons into their 

banda, which enabled them to fight the 


battle with great ſucceſs, and much popu- 
lar applauſe. 


The pole are impteſſed with reverence 
fot the character of Mr; Haſtings. He is 
che Chatham of the Eaſt. He is looked 

up to as a man of a vigorous and culti- 
vated underſtanding, of an enlarged mind, 

of infinite application, of incorruptible in- 
| wo _ tegrity, 


* 


64. 
tegtity, and above all, of great experience 
in the affairs of India. People are ſhocked 
with not very unreaſonable apprehenſions 


of infinite confuſion, to ariſe from the ap- 

"i pointment-of new; men, to ſucceed at once 
to the management of a moſt extenſive and 
complicated ſyſtem. They feel in general 
diſinclined to hazard, at this time, a 

. „ change in the government of India. In a 
, word, they feel, upon the ſubject of re- 
1 moving Mr. Haſtings at this hour, as your 
| | Lordſhip, would, wich they ſhould; feel, 
; if they were told that you, my Lord, were 
| to be removed, in the moment when you 
had eech things into a train for a peace. 
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7 918d 
A moment's reflexion will. convince 


your Lordſhip that theſe imprefſions in fa- 
vour of Mr. Haſſings bore down every 
other: conſideration in the General Court, - 
Men of all deſcriptions, parties, factions, | 
if you pleaſe, united in his ſupport, There 
was nat even a decent appearance on the 
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Numbers, my Th” which ala n 

have been obtained but by the weight a 
public opinion. Numbers ſo much ex- 
ceeding the expectations of certain perſons, 
who, were. unwilling to believe that Mr, 
Haſtings was ſo dear to the public, that 
your Lordſhip knows: you were ſhrewdly 
ſuſpected of not e Pans fair with 
N 


* 


That was the jealouſy of contradted 
minds. | 


| 


| Thoſe perfons ought to have known 
that not even your  Lordſhip's weight 
thrown into the ſcale, without public opi- 
nion on the fide of Mr. Haſtings, could 

have 


66 ) 


| have produced thoſe Hmitberk. | Vour 


Lordſhip, who muſt be conſcious that you 
did not affiſt that vote, will make very lit- 
tle uſe indeed of yout Knowledge of man- 
kind, if you heſitate to aſcribe it to its 
true cauſe. And you are not the able 
State - Phyſician you ought to be, if it does 
not point out to Jou, how the public pulſe 
beats with reſpect to the whole of the 
proceedings regarding Mr. Haſtings, | 125 


Inſtead of embarking in a childiſh quar- 
rel with the General Court upon ſmall 
points, I wiſh to prevall upon your Lord- 
ſhip to diſmiſs all other conſſderations, and 
to confine your attention to the ſingle queſ- 
tion, whether the Miniſter of this cbun- 
try. is called upon , by -urgent, invincible, 
palpable ftate-necefſity, ' to reſume the 
charters of the Eaſt-India Company, and 
to reſcind by force what has been done in 
purſuance of thoſe legal denen which thay 
ee 85 | | 
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This is thn only coaſiderition afliog 


out of this ſubject, worthy ot the atten- 
tion, of. a great Miniſter, who: is above 
Paying, compliments at the | expence. of 
men's . Rin den 111 
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| "IX it could poſlibly ; ns 3 tha 
your Lordſhip had perſuaded. yourſelf that 
ſuch a neceſſity did exiſt, you will permit 
me to obſerve that your work. is not half 
done. The public muſt go along with 
you, The charters of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany cannot be torn from them for the 
purpoſe of. carrying ſome point of a com- 
plexion doubrful to them. - With a proper 
diſpoſition to give the Miniſter credit upon 
ſubjects removed from their own obſerva- 
tion, it is impoſſible to prevent them from 
judging. for themſelves upon this ſubject, 
where they have all the evidence before: 
them, and it is too late to hope that their 
judgment will fayour the attack, which is 
meditated, becauſe inſtead of ſeeling the 
neceflity of removing Mr Haſtinge, they 


have 
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aw already decided againſt the expedi- | 
ency of that meaſure. It is not impoſſi- 
ble that they may have decided ill, but I 


think myſelf warranted to obſerve, that 


when the ſources of intelligence are fairly 


open to the obſervation of the people, and 


the dog: ſtar happens not to rage, they ge- 
rally come to the true concluſion. In this 


inſtance your Lordſhip will have to main- . 


 fain, againſt ſtrong prejudices, and very 


general prepoſſeſſiops, that in protecting 
Mr. Haſtings the Eaſt India Company 
have been fo groſsly and ruinouſly wrong, 
that the ſtate cannot exiſt unleſs the error 
be inſtantly reformed at all hazards, and 
at the expence of the moſt We 1 
eg | 


| Admitting for the fake of the argu-.. 
ment, that your Lordſhip was perſuaded; 


that the Committee of the Houſe of Com- 


mons had demonſtrated, that the conduct. 


of the Governor-General had been ill-ad- 


_ and exceptionable in the points moſt' | 
* cſſential | 
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| Your Lardſhip is duden ae 
reform ſuch errors, as may have _ 
into tlie (item: of the amine & 
' Jodia affairs, in @ fri? legal courſe, wih 
out difgracing an 1 
rious man, and without infringing 
rights of the Company. e 
Lordſhip faw reaſdu to apprehend — 
gangrene might come on, would v 4 
at once for the knife, ' without finſt wyi 

? becher fuck maden r 
2 not improve the juices, — 
the habit, and ſave the * wn 
Without & figure yaur Lordſhip — 
very little for the India” Company, 
terpoſing with violence to remove” parti- 
cular men from offices, Go to your cloſet. 
my Lord ; digeſt regulations for. their co 
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called for papers} they propoſed! a. vote 


aooompdnied with reaſons 3 that there 
mighi be time fbr. deliberation, they ſent 
it to the ballotdd No candid man will deny 
that this vote conſidered only with reference 


ta the: reſolutions of the Court of Directors 


Wasa right vote, for more unfounded 
teſolutions were never brought forward. If 
it is confideredv as ogpoſed tothe recom- 
mendation of the Houſe of Commons, 1 
muſt püt your Lordlbip it mind; that the 


ſitiatdon öf out Mairs'in Indie was changed 


(1pthk of our KHOwedge oft thoſe affaitd) 
ſince the vote of recomthefdätiöft patſed. 
Adtices from India h ad difeloled” a new 


ſtate bf" things, Which had been commu- 


dicuted e e e Which it was 
dheir düty to take into cöfſidleration, and 


upon wech, Bing cited cupöh by the 
Afreckörs, they were e 'A 
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dit for thoſe opinions, by which I have 


; 401 the meeting of Parlknent, the Com 
taken the new matter into copfideration, 


* 


4 14 » 

Poſſibſy your Lordſhip n bene to 
think that dhece are circumſtances which 
afford ſore fort of apology. for the Court 
of Proprietors, who, if they may have cre- 


ſuppoſed them to have been governed, 
acted honeſtly, if not wiſely. But who, 
who with abundantly more zeal than dif- 
eretion, hurried: thoſe reſolutions forward, 


ES 


mittee might have reſumed the enquiry, 


and have come to ſome reſolution upon - 
the whole, in ſome regular parliamentary 
courſe of proceeding ; and your Lordſhip 
would not have been driven to take up 
the buſineſs of the recommendation, or to 
n senen Townſhend?, 

„Ses bis Letter to the Chairman and n 
"Chairman of the Eaft-India Company, page 19. 
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ſeems this unfortunate reſolution of the 
Court of Proprietors is to draw. down rn 
the devoted Eaſt India Cate, 


ir bard o: 801 95 | 
4 more unfortunate intergokiign Lvedly 


inks not to be 1 in the Annals, of 
miniſters. | 
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1 your Lordi bad reflefied u upon the 


ceeding to the adminiſtration of the. trea- 
fury, yod muſt have ſeen that vou were 
out of the ſcrape of the recommendation ; 
and that your being aut of it, would. enable 
thoſe, who were the deepeſt in it, to make 
a 8 retreat; If they were bent uam 


tt * 


purſuing their own. courſe, L did conceive 
that they might perplex your. Lordſhip for 


a moment; that you might find yourſelf 


pent up in a Narrow. crooked path, and 
under ſome difficulty in ae heck ns 
** ta . A £345 4, A 1 
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that n vengeanee, , which it 


ſituation i in which you ſtood, on. your fuc- | 
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l violence | 


0 4 * 


© . violence that is meditated; ihey will turn 


upon you, join in the cry of liberty, pro · 
perty, violated charter tights, &c. &c. and 


you will be hunted down 2 e by 
1 own dogs. | £8" 


1 lee, with. great concern, my Lord, 
that the actual ſtate of things is, that his 
Maj ſty's name has been introduced into 
this buſineſs, and that the Rayal Authority 
is alſo committed in this unhappy and un- 
neceſſary quarrel with the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, and by ſome fatality one would 
think, committed upon a ground of law 
leſs tenable than the doctrine of recom- 
mendation by a Houſe, of Parliament. 


Tf it is not di ficult i in pant of argument, 
it may be dangerous 1 in practice to attempt 
to confine the power of the Houſe of 
Commons within certain limits. Privi- 
lege may ſtride over all thoſe bounds, 
which mark the preciſe « extent of ordinary 
juriſdictions. Some may be intereſted to 
| D maintain, 


6865 
maintain, and many may not have firm- 
neſs to deny, that a recommendation ef 
the Houſe of Commons muſt be 5 8 g 


hs your Lorddhip _—_ not OY 
that in theſe days, the Royal Authority, 
that ſacred depoſit, for which your Lord- 
ſhip is accountable, has any ſuch guard 
about it. The luſtre of it dazales no man. 
We approach it: We view it with eagle 
eyes. It is in general treated with very 
little reverence, and all men are diſpoſed to 
refiſt moſt obſtinately the wer excels 
of it. 


How it has happened that the gentle- 
: men in Leadenhall- ſtreet were content to 
diſmiſs Mr. Secretary Townſhend with-fo 
little obſervation, I can only gueſs. Pro- 
bably they were of opinion that an early 
notification to their ſervants in India, that 
Mr. Haſtings was not turned out, was not 
very effential, I ſhould have thought that 
7 Lahr might have been of the 


ſame * 


* 
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ſame opinion, and not have hazarded/Mr. 

Secretary Townſhend's * l to pre- 

a re ee in 
ID a n ven 


hs | The lerer here alluded to is as ; follows: 


Whitehall, New i6, 1782. 
To the Chairman and Deputy Chairmao. 


- Gentlemen, / R 17 
_ have received your Jetter. of the zin, in- 
cloſing a diſpatch of the ſame date propoſed by 
the Court of Directors of the Eaſt India Com- 
8 pany to be ſent to the Governor-General and 
Council of Fort William, Bengal, on the ſubject 
of the removal of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. the 
Governor General. | 


The reſolution of the Court of Directors 
formed in compliance with the Direct ion of the 
General Court of Proprietors, is ſo directly re- 
pugnant to the ſenſe of the Houſe of Commons 
_ expreſſed in their reſolution of the 28th of May, 
as well as to the opinion of the Court of Direc- 
tors, which appears by their reſolution of t e 
" 22d of October, that I have received His Majeſ- 
-ty's commands to withhold my approbation to 
.the draft before-mentioned ; and I defire you will 
pleaſe to inform the Court of DireQors, that it is 

His 


( 2⁹ 
Very open to obſervation the letter 
certainly is: for with Mr. Attotney- Ge- 
neral's good leave I muſt take the free- 
dom to declare, that I cannot ſatisfy 
myſelf that the act of parliament does 
warrant Mr. Secretary Townſhend's inter- 

FR upon this 17 


Having faid fo WY Jam bound to 
ſtate to your Lordſhip the grounds of my 
difficulties, for I agree that no man is. at 
liberty to arraign the proceedings of Go- 
vernment, without ſtating/the reaſons _ 
which he RY his * 


The clauſe of the ſtatute of the 2 1ſt of 
George the Third, upon which man "= 
tion ariſes, is as follows, . 


75 And 


His Majeſty's intention to n the 1 
relative to this buſineſs to be laid before Parlia- 
ment. I am likewiſe to inftru you to ſuſpend 
ſending the ſaid draft to the Eaſt Indies till the 
matter now depending ſhall have undergone the 
conſideration of Parliament. ö 


(signed) T. TOWNSHEND. « 


13 1 ) 


And be it further erated by the au- 
chk aforeſaid, that the Court of Di- 
rectors of the ſaid United Company hal}, 
and they are hereby required and directed 
to deliver to the Commiſſioners of His Ma- 
jeſty's Treafury, or any three ot more of 
them for the time being; or to the High 
Freaſurer for the time being, copies of all 
fuch letters and orders as ſhall or may any 
way relate to the management of the re- 
venues of the ſaid United Company fout- 
teen days at the leaſt before the ſending or 
diſpatching of ſuch letters and orders re- 
ſpectively; and in like manner ſhall deli- 
ver to one of His Majeſty's Principal Se- 
cretaries of State, copies of all ſuch letters 
and orders as ſhall or may any way relate 
to the civil and military affairs and govern- 
ment of the faid United Company, to any 
of their ſervants in India ; and ſuch copies 
ſhall be ſigned by two or more of the Di- 
-reQtors of the ſaid United Company: and 
that the ſaid Court of Directors of the (aid 
United Company ſhall, and they are here 
. | bs 


—— 


Ca 
by required to pay due obedience to, and 
ſhall be governed and bound by, ſuch in- 
ſtructions as they ſhall receive from His 
Majeſty by one of his Majeſty's Principal 
Secretaties of State, / far, as relate to the 
conduct and tranſattions. of. the jaid United 
Company, and their Governors, Prefidents, 
and Councils raſpect vely, with the country 
powers in the Eaſt Indies, and alſo to the 
levying war and making peace, in ſuch or- 
ders as the ſaid Court of Directors ſhall 
from thenceforth give to the Governor and 
Council of their Preſidency of Fort Wil- 
liam, in Bengal, and allo to their Preſident 
and Council in the other ſettlements re- 
ſpectively belonging to the ſaid United 
Company: Provided nevertheleſs, that in 
caſe the Secretary of State to whom the 
copies of ſuch leiters aforeſaid ſhall be de- 
livered ſhall not, within fourteen days after 
the delivery thereof, communicate ſucbh or- 
dier and inſtructians as aforeſaid in writing, 
to the ſaid Court of Directors ; and in 
4 ſuch caſe it ſhall and may be lawful for 
i | | the 


A 23:3 | 
the ſaid Court of Directors to diſpatch and 
ſend ſuch orders to their ſervants in India, 
in ſuch manner as they ſhall think fit.“ 


* 
3 


pon good advice, T take upon me to 
affirm to your Lordſhip, that the true as 
well as the plain and obvious conſtruction 
of this ſtatute is, that the Secretary of 
State is thereby only authorized to com- 


municate his Majeſty” s inſtructions for the 


conduct of the Company and their ſervants 
in their tranſabbeus with the Country 
Powers, and reſpecting the levying of war 
and making of peace, by which inſtructions 
the Court of Directors are to be governed 
in the orders which they tranſmit. 


7 


The Secretary of State has no power 
given to him to interfere beyond theſe two 
heads, tranſactions with country powers, 
and making war and peace: nor can he 
iaterfere by any conſtruction that will not 
authorize his interpoſition in every article 
that compoles a part of the detail of the 

civil 
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civil and military affairs of the Company; 
which 1 preſume no man will contend 


If any one is diſpoſed to aſk, why are 
copies of all letters reſpectiog the civil and 
military affairs of the company to be tranſ- 
mitted to the Secretary of State? I an- 
ſwer, that upon a view of the whole he 

may be enabled to form his inſtructions 
upon thoſe ſubjects it 18 to him to 
inſtruct upon. ; 


C 


It is too plain a caſe to require further 
diſcuſſion. Mr, Secretary Townſhend was 
not authorized to withhold his Majeſty's 
apprebation, or to inſtrut# the Directors to 


Ju pens the tranſmiſſion of the paragraphs. 


Hee then we have A recommendation 
from one Houſe of Parliament, which the 
law knows nothing of, enforced by an act 

of State, which the law condemns. 


Who ſuggeſted this meaſure to your 
Lordſhip, I know not ; but I think I may 


; Sg venture 


„ 
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venture to ſay, that your Lordſhip's wor 


enemy could not have given you more 
nnn advice. f 


. Von are upon ground that trembles un- 


| der you. Lou have advanced but one ſtep, h 
and you find no footing : by a violent ef- 


fort you may flounder through the bog, 
but I fear you will leave the conſtitution, 


which ſhould be under your rennen, 
behind . cre 15 


/ 


Your Lordſhip, 1 colifels; is reduced to 
a condition, in which it will be neceſſary 
for you to compare very great evils, and 


to chuſe the leſſer. 


If you feel that you ought not to pro- 


ceed, —tecede with as much grace as may 


be, and as ſoon as may be. — No man is 


infallible, and the public will be conſoled 


by obſerving, that the ridiculous pride of 
perſevering in error is not the vice, which 
belongs to the character of the preſent firſt 

E | Minifter. 
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Miniſter. —By tracing. back every ſtep you 
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have taken, you will redeem yourſelf, and 
what is of infinitely more conlequence, 
the intereſt. of the public ; and all its im- 
portant concerns will not be ſacrificed, 
whilea whole ſeſſion of Parliament is waſted 
in an acrimonious ſtruggle for the e 
age of the ny „ £7 


"Tam, diy Lon, 


— 


"You Lordſhip $ moſt humble Ser 8 
A FRIEND TO GOVERNMENT. 
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